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What are the Nationalists all About? 
Lawson Knisely 

 

The National Party Caucus began with a rousing 

rendition of ñthe waveò. The morning session was 

primarily used to establish a set of ideals that will 

represent the National Party. A caucus is used to 

hear the opinions of the entire party. These ideals 

are called ñplatformsò. As the National Party 

Chairman put it, the caucus is a place to ñopen the 

door to new ideas at Boy`s Stateò. These ideas are 

formed and groomed in this open forum process. 

Topics such as education, healthcare, and mine 

safety were discussed, debated, and voted upon.  

Following the voting process, the Nationalist Plat-

form Committee decided on  the proposed plat-

forms and wrote descriptions for each. The pro-

posed platforms included educational reform, 

health care reform, the streamlining of government, 

minerôs safety, and potential legislation to combat 

the extreme obesity in West Virginia. Improved 

safety in mines is just one aspect of this compli-

cated and important platform of the National Party. 

Following the mining disaster in Montcoal, WV, 

the safety violations of Massey Energy have been 

brought out into the light. These blatant violations 

by Massey Energy are very important to the  Na-

tionalists and that is why this particular platform is 

crucial to the foundation that the party will stand 

on.  

 

The afternoon caucus was a time to meet the candi-

dates. In this meeting, which lasted over an hour, 

over 25 candidates paraded across the stage. They 

spouted their beliefs and discussed why they be-

lieved they were the right ñboyò for the job. This 

was a time for each candidate to meet the people he 

would be representing. Even with the limited times, 

candidates were able to express themselves effec-

tively.  

 

The loyalties of individuals may sway a few votes 

in a particular direction. However, the real objec-

tive of the Nationalist Party is to get their nomi-

nated candidate into office. Victories on election 

day are truly what the National Party is all about. 

 ñItôs Better Fed Than Redò 

 Josh White 

 

Initially divided by debate, the Federalists over-

came their divisions and united Monday morn-

ing under five party platforms. The Federalistsô 

agenda embraced pro-life, anti-gay marriage, 

pro-death penalty, legalization of marijuana, 

and educational reform planks. 

  

Later in the day, Federalist candidates battled it 

out for coveted state positions. With eccentric 

speeches involving references to The Hangover 

and Canada and an abundance of catchy slo-

gans, the Federalists intently listened in as the 

selection process began for state office.  

  

 Despite tensions, Mark Zachwieja emphasized 

party unity and stated that the ñgoal is to put 

everyone in your party into state officeò. 

Zachweija compared the races for state office to 

a family, each with its struggles and fights but 

there for each other in the end. United with a 

disdain for the ñNatsò and a strong party plat-

form, the Federalists are set to take on the state 

elections.  
  

 

 Inspiration for Tomorrowôs Preservationist 

  Jordan Sharps 

 News Editor 

  

At yesterdayôs lunch the citizens of Boys State were introduced to a true 

preservationist and proud West Virginian, Gus R. Douglass. As West Vir-

ginia Commissioner of Agriculture, he had much to say about the duty of a 

Commissioner. He spoke of how he had responsibility over what all West 

Virginians eat and drink, and guaranteeing that they can enjoy their meals 

without worry of disease or illness. It was then also made clear that many 

threats of disease from foreign countries are serious and in need of deep 

consideration and careful preventing. 
 



Marion County starts off strong 

Alex Morton 

  

Marion is off to a great start in the competition between 

counties. Nine citizens from Marion passed the BAR exam yes-

terday. This is quite an achievement as only about 1/3 of the 

citizens here passed the exam. It is clear that these citizens spent 

some time and effort to pass this exam. They will hopefully 

move on to the position of their choice. I wish them the best of 

luck.  

In other news concerning Marion, several citizens were seen 

practicing their frisbee skills. Alex Gray, one of the staff mem-

bers inside Marion County, was showing the citizens some cool 

new tricks to help them succeed in winning their first match to-

morrow. It should be interesting to see how they do in their first 

formal match of ultimate frisbee.  

A Warm Bowl of Stew 
Lawson Knisely 

 

 Bill Stewart, the head coach of the West 

Virginia University Football Team, spoke at our 

dinner tonight. With anecdotes about football and 

personal experiences, Coach Stewart inspired the 

Boy`s State citizens. He discussed leadership and 

the importance of it. Bill Stewart insured the 

Boyôs State population that if they lived life with 

dignity and respect to his fellow man, then life 

would be very good to them. Coach insisted that 

the boys live life the ñrightò way and that if they 

do so, people will gravitate towards them and that 

they will have a wholesome and enjoyable life. 

From the rousing welcome to the inspiring 

speech, Coach Stewartôs presentation was a high-

light of the day. 

Secretary of State Stops by to Visit 

Matthew Robinson 

 

Secretary of State Natalie Tennant 

spoke to the citizens of Mountaineer 

Boys State at the evening assembly.  

She spoke about everyday heroes and 

how to have a heart in everything we 

do.  She also spoke about her nephew 

who was a champion wrestler even 

though he was a part of a football 

team that lost 29 games straight.  He 

had heart in all that he did.   Thank 

you, Natalie, for your motivation and 

inspiration. 



 

 

Why Thirteen Folds? 

The honor guard works hard to include the 13 folds each and every time the 

American flag is folded. Unfortunately, most people do not notice these folds 

and, even if they do, then they most likely do not know why the thirteen 

folds are important.  Here are the 13 reasons why the folds are important and 

what they mean: 

 

1st fold ï symbolizes life 

2nd fold ï symbolizes belief in eternal life 

3rd fold ï honors and remembers veterans who have departed from our ranks 

4th fold ï represents our weaker nature when we turn to God 

5th fold ï represents tribute to our country 

6th fold ï represents where our hearts lie in allegiance to the United States 

7th fold ï signifies tribute to the armed forces 

8th fold ï signifies tribute to one who entered the valley of shadow of death and to honor mothers 

9th fold ï represents tribute to womanhood 

10th fold ï exemplifies tribute to the father 

11th fold ï represents lower portion of the seal of King David and King Solomon 

12th fold ï represents the emblem of eternity and glori-

fies the Holy Trinity 

13th fold ï completes the folded flag; stars remind of 

national motto (ñIn God We Trustò) 

 

These thirteen folds mean a great deal to patriotism, not 

just to the flag itself.  Once the flag is completely folded 

and tucked in, it represents the cocked hat, which is a 

reminder of the soldiers, past and present, who serve this 

great country. So next time you see the flag being 

folded, take the time to think of these thirteen folds as 

well as the soldiers who made this country possible. 

American Legion Mountaineer Boys State Flag Etiquette Protocol 

(Adopted 2002) 
I. The following is adopted for use by Counselors, Citizens, and Staff or Boys State: 

A. Flag raising or lowering ceremony 

1.When in formation ï salute upon order from commander. 

a. Salute to hat brim if covered 

b. Salute over heart if uncovered 

2.When out of formation ï salute while flag is being raised or lowered on the halyard. 

B. When the colors are being posted 

1.  If indoors 

     a. Stand at attention when color guard enters room and proceeds forward 

     b. Salute with hand or cover over heart when color guard posts the colors, maintain salute until 

 color guard has left the room or until ordered to drop salute 

2.  If outdoors, within hearing distance 

    a. Stand at attention when color guard enters room and proceeds forward 

    b. Salute with hand or cover over heart or to hat brim when color guard posts the colors, maintain 

 until color guard has left the room or until ordered to drop salute 

                   C.  During national anthem 

1.  If indoors, salute with hand or cover over heart 

2.  If outdoors, within hearing distance 

      a. Salute to hat brim if covered 

      b. Salute with hand or cover over heart 

                   D.  During the Pledge of Allegiance 

                              1.  If indoors salute with hand or cover over heart while reciting the Pledge of Allegiance 

                              2.  If outdoors, salute with hand or cover over heart or to hat brim while reciting the Pledge of Allegiance 

        E.  When the colors are being presented in a procession 

                                         1.  When in formation, detail leader salutes while detail remains at attention 

                                         2.  When out of formation 

                                              a. Salute to hat brim when covered 

                                              b. Salute over heart when uncovered 

                                              c. Stand at attention if out of uniform 

 


